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of the things of God. Thirdly, he must also be generous in the use & 
examples, and know well effects through which he can on occasiom 
; explain causes. Hence [the Apostle} speaks of the word of knowledgg 
: which is the knowledge of the things of man: for ‘the invisible thing 
: of God are clearly seen, being understood by the things which a 
| made’”’ (Ja Ilae, q. 111, a. 4). = 
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ECENTLY I received a letter from the United States inviting me 
to write an article for a new magazine, Cross anp Crown. Greatly 
honored by the request, | was even more intrigued by the name of the 
new review and the desire to know what type of magazine it could be. 
On learning its ascetical-mystical nature, I was profoundly moved by 
this Christian paradox, that the New World, prosperous and, as has 
often been said, materialistic, so energetically dedicated to material 
things and to marvelous productions of technology, is now starting ia 
pursuit of things far higher than its skyscrapers, more precious than its 
gold and minerals: in a word, it is more specifically interested in spiritual 
things. | 
I do not mean to say that the things of the spirit were not appreciated 
in the United States before this. The evangelical leaven has always. 
made gentle, silent progress there and, in the course of years, has pro- 
foundly penetrated the American Catholic soul. How many beautiful 


eet gs = in theology and philosophy firmly maintain it ..3% 
_ avoiding in things novelry of expression and science falsely Wie 
called” (no. 628). <™ e ys 
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There remains for Us only to beg God's copious blessing on | 
editors, the contributors, and the readers.of Cross awn Crown. 


fident, attend to all these points. 
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churches, schools, and colleges flourish on American soil! The cause or 
explanation of this phenomenon is surely to be found in the mstensity of i 
the spiritual life of priests, of both men and women religious, and of the Pe 
faithful who by their personal sacrifices have labored for the diffusion Ee 
of the Christian and Catholic faith in the United States. — ete : a 
However, the founding of this review gives evidence 1 a for . : * 
smething ore specific om the very matae ofthe spin ife som 
_ ing of theology. I am greatly pleased to see the sons of Se. Dominic of Mies 
the Province of St. Albert, both of whom were such great disciples Of. 
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‘the Blessed Virgin Mary, begin 2 magazine. of this type. (le will cer 
_ tainly be.a Cross and a Crown. for them.). I am even happter that : 
wish to follow the sound, lofty, and stréng doctrine of the 
Doctor of the Church, oor dear brother, St. Thomas Aquinas. Today 
. the world. greatly needs his teaching; that it may reach an ordered. sol 
iit: 0 ve reig 7 problems eas — 2 
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aie Likewise it is a supernatural law of the uiterior life that the 
Christian who is advancing toward God should grow in charity and all 
the virtues until che end of his life on earth, when he will be judged ac- 
cording to his works, be they good or bad. 


- Since this is true, it is highly ficting to discuss spiritual progress, 
which is that of sanctifying grace, of charity, of the other virrues, and 
» OF the. seven gifts of the Holy Ghost that always accompany charity - 
and are connected with ic. All these virtues and gifts prow together, = a 
ay St. Thomas, like the five fingers of a child’s hand. [ 


« Beease consideration should always be given Gnes to the final end of — 
i ptogress, in view of which the means are chosen, we Can Se 
hy sed Lord, at the beginning of His mimstry in the Sermon on the yl 
“Mo mt,” started with che. evangelical beatitudes which are in us the proee 
Pd of eternal beatitude: Blessed are the peor in spirit, the meth : 
Bewil that anger and thirst after j justice, the mercifal, the clean of heart, 7 
the peacemakers, they that suffer persecution for justice’ sake, for theirs oe 
fo “ok the kingdom of heavea. “They will be consoled, satiated; they will) 
i God, they will atrain eternal beatitude. All men naturally desire - 


gray) but often they anes in aa pei nee 2 ve / 


re consequently, ace to: aes well the primordial 
: WAY was man created? Grain is made to nourish man, do 
Sazci Thgnese one er ‘Bur: 


do by: themselves when hey wish to , get slong with pie ae 
"ed a0 tna each other to pieces. ee 


| 


fs _Rhis: answer to the ptoblem of life is $0 inferior 
- perCel ves its: inadequacy and seeks to correct the» 
‘that of the general interest. This second’ | 
. made for the search for immediate pleasure, b 
cari: » individual, family, national jnveres © 
matter what cost, 2: desirable position. for, 


Para 


| ethoed, of , uh set reputation # 
theory of. clit ) 


pre in it, aad hia it with. a platonic or theoretical: af 
pepe: all else. “The dignity of the human person would be the sunmii 


of hip there would: be: i gorhing above 3 it, OF only the “ 


a. kei 


srovea driers. wh DCH ‘has. never given pele to anyone. 1 ) ta 
: pluige an above: all or. Jove humanity more a + 
would have be wi isd lom itself, ‘truth itself, the sovert oe 


ppm Tast ‘two world wars, is far f 


> sears and who 


of the Creator and of His providence thar man can attain the term of 
his desuny and find the truth and the good that do not pass. 


of all the grain that you and your family harvest, you will die.” “Of 


-. death there will be either purgatory. followed by heaven, or hell: So, | pee 
7 amy dear Francesco, you would do better to work not only to have. Stet 
grain and to feed your family, but also for God. The one does not 1 

hinder the other; on the contrary, you would work with greater Zest, aes 

in peace, and with joy, if you were thinking that you were. thereby . res 
- Saming-eternal jife. And at evening you would bring your children. Se ia it 
' not only bread for their bodies, but food for their souls, and they = 
“would love-you much more because they would see in you the 1 amage.... : 
og God, ‘our Father.” St. Philip Neri spoke. i in the same manser to an: ae 
. Officer whose greatest desire was to become a captain, aud to a mon: © ee 
ce Signor. who:was somewhat too eager for 3 munciature and who did. not oe wd 
'» think enough abour God. To all he used to . “And whi: do meee ee 
Ps aver aia . | 
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Ture True ANswer 


St. Philip Neri excelled in lifting souls up to the consideration. of 
their last end. One day neat Rome he said to a peasant who was work- 


ing in a sunlit field: “Why do you work so hard, Francesco?” “To 
have grain and to feed my family.” “Nevertheless, my friend, in spite 


coutse we shall.” “And after death, what will there be for you and ex 
yours?” “A frer death?” “Ves Recall what the catechism Says: after ene: 


va Ver: 


Cor: 


zn £0. ) goon. Finally her mother said co bee 
eeue 2 who 3 is one of the ben informed men in, ot 

2 the ‘child asked: “Sir, why were yor 
ly; he was not expecting this eee 
nought. «Then sos directly. at: hitt 
Rae ad placed is the: 


ceived 3 in baptism, 


: God and to love Him. But we would have known 
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A God had created us in a purely natural state with 2 body and a 
rational and immortal soul, but without the life of grace which we re- 


even then our last end would have been know 


Him only by the 
reflection of His perfecnons in His creatures, 35 the oe a pagan 


hers knew Him. He would have: been. for Us only 
~- Cause of the universe and of our nature, the : suprems 


 otdered all-things. We would have loved * 
pature with the love of an inferior 


_ have been friendship but rathet 2 
‘i ~Pespect, and. gratimde, without shat $ 


“4s in the heart of the children of God. W 
as bur: not His children by. stoption. 
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“mess. And we shall not be able to express our contemplation’ even <a 
own toe 
could. not discover, divire revelation has made kne 7 
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any interior word. This contemplation will be absolutely ineffable, for 
ediately there is only one word that can ‘express the divine essence, and that 1s 
out: last end is to ape ee qn ith the Word engendered from all eternity. 
miself , and'to love Him as He loves oe 
‘which Wwe can only ‘stammer on this earth. pape ea 

ai are children ‘by adoption shall be’ configured to 


rik ; we shall share ia: His intimate fe, 


Asa person who 1s absorbed by a spectacle of ravishing beauty can. 
‘Many: breth 


not express it, so rhe immediate vision of the divine essence will be be- 
ae yond all expression. And this first 
” as St. Paul says. ° cot a a 


gaze on God will always be new, 
Cie a with an eternal freshness, for it will be measured by the single instant 
aged to: make ‘os share i in. His incite elie; os: ae 


of immobile eternity. In eternity one instant does not pass and another 


arrive, there is no past or future, but an eternal present in its ever new 
freshness, like an eternal morning or an eternal springume. 


“This face-to-face vision of God infinitely excels the most ag 
—_ and also the natural knowledge of the highest angels. = 
are ealled to see all the divine perfections together, identified m + 
eminent source, to see how the renderest mercy and the most. A se 
“Me 3 justice proceed from one and the sammie infinitely fe ‘a. 
_- Rewesly holy. love; how the: same eminent “quality of love 1 
itself: attributes in appearance so contrary; how me 


- united in all the works of God. We are. called to. see , how t 


he or ws 
even in its freest. good pleasure, i is identical with pore: wisdom; ho 
_ this love there 4 is nothing that is not wise, and 


in t his divine wisdom 
that i is not converted into love. We are 
- Nove j 1S ‘identical with the. sapreme: good, ov 


ed: fre 
wisdom is identical with the first troth | 


these perfections: are but one in the 
and who alone. could s say to Moses: Peng! 
We are called to ‘contemplate this ‘eminent | ST Ee. 
Ba - abgoluate parity and, sanctity, ‘the sum. of. alt Be. 
sh trace of imperfection. | In’ short, we are 
on dity of = divine watre apes 


gud 


love of 
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» dnvited | w ‘the: mmatriage; vand they would not come. . 


- cee, nnd went their way, one to his.farm, and pee to his mef 
oo ghandige: And ‘the rest.laid hands on. his servants; and having 
aliens > put them to death. But when the 


King had heard b 


iieden Oe and, sending. his armies, he destroyed those murdet- 


aly ety Phen he saith to. his servants: The ges 
al IS: Keady (fogriradenpbr cise at enya Ay Cory 


ee is emmy of the divine call and | 
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od eternal life. “This assertion’ 
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The life of grace and the life of glory are the same supernatural lif, 


~ inspite of two differences. Here on earth, we do not see God, bur we 
know Him with certitude in the obscurity of faith. In addition, we 
hope: one day to possess Flim, but we can lose Hum because of the 


fickleness of our free will. In spite of these two differences, it is the 


--Samrie hife, for, when faith disappears to give place to vasion, and hy 


“gives place to: the inamissible possession of God, sanctifying grace 
“land charity, which are in the souls of the just, will endure forever. 
“Charity never falleth away,” says St. Pat * Charity will never f.)) 
Ss, moreover, 


it 1S. inseparable. from sanctifying grace and is con- 


5% 


i _ meeted with the infused moral virtues and the seven gifts of the Holy 


“This 4 is why our Lord said to the Samaritan woman: “If thou: ‘didst ‘ 
“kwow the gift of God, and who He is that saith to thee, Give Me to | 
~ drink: thou perhaps wouldst have asked of Him, and He would tiave 


.. He that shall drink of the: water: thar i will 
* give him, shall not thirst forever: but the warer. that I will give him,’ 


springing up into life: evers | 
iam #" the tem ¢ at Jerusalem, Jesus cried ina loud.” 
f : Aina et tim come to Me, and drink He than 

_gaith; Out of his belly shall flow rivers” 
ni water. na “Efe chat believeth in Me oy he ie 


: BE 5:24, 39; 6:40, 47, 55. This i wy 


a of ‘eo ety superior to : the loftiest: angelic nature, aad even | 
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0 the entire mineral kingdoni, than mountains of gold or of dx | 
wnds;: the shightes agin ae noe ee 


Bie clack cpt ors 
_ aioe ‘Thora a ase: ay 


mee nh Le 


THE CROWN OF LIFE 23 


in regard to the Deity we are like men who do not know whnee light, 
. but only the seven colors of the rainbow which proceed from it. In 
; heaven we shall see the Deity as It is in Itself and in It the three divine 
Persons, Even now They dwell in the just soul as in a temple that ss 
sill dark, says St. Paul.*° Our Lord says so: “If anyone love Me, he 
will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come 
to him, and will make Our abode with him.”® Ar the same time Jesus 
__ Promises to send us the Holy Ghost. And from time to ume, says St. 

_ Paul: “The Spirit Himself giveth testimony to our spirit, that we are 
. the sons of God.” ? He gives us this testimony by the filial love for 
_, Him which He inspires in us. - 

_ Such is the nature of the life of grace, the seed of eternal life in us; 
and thus we see what the last end of spiritual progress is, the inamissible 
_ possession of God. Even now we perceive that the contemplation of 

Fevealed mysteries, a contemplation proceeding from living faith id- 
 lumined by the gifts of knowledge, understanding, and wisdom, is in 
: the normal way of sanctity, since these gifts are in all the just and grow 
_ Stnuktancously with charity, which ought always to grow unul our 


tcc ta ees ane nei tenet reece re i td vet mete Hee Free vet marae an a eateries aera 


2 death and to last forever. .. ee te = x rie, 
_. . Spitiraal progress is not made especially along the horizontal line of 
« Wime which advances toward an uncertainfuture. (let. us remember. aoa 
. What happened to ancient Greece after its decline). Spiritual progress a 
. Bimade along the vertical line which, by true merit, links up the varios. >” 
| Pym fleeting time with the single instant of immobile eternity. 
uae this point of view, some past centuries considerably surpass oust" ee 
«the first century with Jesus and the apostles; then the Golden Age of 0:0. 
” Mes glorious period of theology in the thirteenth . | whack 
"there was also a Pleiad of saints. ‘Those among ws whe 


Us up, the grandeur of the masters of other ti 


Cor. 6:16, 1 Gor. 3:16 
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This decree, my brother, is buried from 
the eyes of everyone whose wit is not 
matured within love’s flame. Bur since 
this t much ts aimed at, and dis- 
cerned but litre, I will declare why such 


mode was more worthy. 
Dante, Paradtso, Canto VII : 


| Crustanery it the religion of the cross, Its very heart is rhe 


mystery of Calvary; all ies life-giving activiry pulses with the flow | 


i of Christ’s blood. With unfailing constancy: the Church of Ged admin- 
@ ters every sacrament and performs every rite under the sign of Christ’s 
| | (08s, as 2 continual reminder that all holiness lives through the power. ce 


| Passion, At the very outset of life, the water of baptism traces. 
form omn of a cross on the babe’s head to vitalize its soul with the saving - 


‘ETace of Redemption. Again, at life’s close, it is the cross of anointing 


Which seals the senses for death. Whiy the cross? Renal ene | 
the cross is a contradiction in terms. 
__ This assertion becomes strikingly clear as one studies ro ee 


=i | Mitstanity, God's saints. The stirring biographies of today’s strive tO 
ie vides these great men and women, breathing i into each a vibrant...» ae P 
Pesonality. “This tendency follows the spirit. of our times; for the’ ~~ ie : 


World is seking its own exaltation in the emergence of the individaal. 


me pray the saints, too, have been psychoanalyzed. The method has. 
ie te nae; But noc even oar. modern ‘emancipation of the j in dividual og 


